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GPSA Council meeting
May 1, 2010 – 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Domenici Ed. Building – room 3110 (3rd floor)
I.

II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.
VII.

VIII.

IX.

X.
XI.

Roll Call
Please sign in and pick up your name plate and voting record sheet
NOTE: No proxies or credentials can be accepted after the meeting is called to order.
Approval of the agenda
Approval of Minutes
a. April 17, 2010 meeting – attached
Meeting times for Fall 2010
a. Discussion
Gallery & Media/Guest Speakers 15 minutes
Discussion Items
Action Items
a. Campaign Ethics Resolution – attached
b. Grants Inequities Resolution – attached
c. College of Ed Colloquium funding request – attached
d. Santhosh Chandrashekar SRAC appeal – attached
e. Community Engagement Center Resolution – attached
Information Items
a. Officer Reports
i. GPSA Council Chair
ii. GPSA President
Standing Committee Reports
i. Elections
ii. Finance
iii. Grants
iv. Judiciary
v. Lobby
vi. Projects
Representative Announcements
Adjourn

If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language interpreter,
or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or meeting, please contact
the GPSA officer at least one week prior to the meeting or as soon as possible. Public documents, including
agenda and minutes, can be provided in various accessible formats. Please contact the GPSA office (2773803) if a summary or other type or accessible format is needed.

GPSA Council meeting
– DRAFT –
April 17, 2010
Meeting was called to order at 11:04.
I. Roll Call
In attendance: Daniele Miesem (IFCE), Danny Hernandez (Council Chair – CRP
/ Public Administration), Brandi Lawless (Communication and Journalism), Sean
Donnelly (ASM), Chessa Scullin (Biomedical Studies), Robyn Lubisco (HESS),
Japji Hundal (ASM), Thomas Fitzwater (Law), Carmen Halstead (English), Shawn
“Fred” Whiteman (Biology), Erin Phillips (Theater and Dance), Billy Ulibarri
(Sociology), Horatio Moreno-Campos (PA), Benjamin Ladd (Psychology), Kathrin
Spendier (Physics and Astronomy), Genni Birren (HESS), Lora Roberts (CRP),
Lissa Knudsen (GPSA President – C&J), Patricia Roybal-Caballeros (PA), Desi
Brown (American Studies), Karol Zetter (LLSS), Lucie Wang (ASM)
Gallery: Sophia Hammett, Megan McRobert, Yaojia Zhu, Jiajun Niu, Jason
Coffey, Jose Luna.
Proxies: Michael Verrilli (IFCE) to Daniele Miesem

II. Approval of the agenda
Brandi Lawless moved to amend the agenda to place Gallery and Media
ahead of the GPSA Council Chair election.
Japji Hundal seconded the motion.
Vote 1: The motion passed unanimously
(16 in favor/ 0 against/ 0 abstentions)
Fred Whiteman moved to approve the agenda as amended.
Brandi Lawless seconded the motion.
Vote 2: The motion to approve the agenda as amended passed unanimously.

III. Approval of Minutes
a. March 6, 2010 meeting
Sean Donnelly moved to approve the minutes from March 6, 2010.
Fred Whiteman seconded the motion.

Benjamin Ladd (Psych) said he was listed as law student - the typo will be
corrected.
Vote 3: The motion passed 12 / 0 / 4.
b. March 27, 2010 meeting
Daniele Miesem moved to approve the minutes from March 27, 2010.
Robyn Lubisco seconded the motion.
Vote 4: The motion passed, 7 / 1 / 8

IV. GPSA Council Chair Forum
a. Decide on forum format - Sophia Hammett spoke from 11:10 to 11:11.
Kathrin Spendier moved to stick to 5 minutes for each candidate to speak,
then vote on Council Chair position.
Daniele Miesem seconded the motion.
Vote 5: The motion failed 3 / 8 / 4.
Japji Hundal moved to allow candidates to speak according to elections
chair recommendations.
Billy Ulibarri seconded the motion.
Vote 6: The motion passed 11 / 1 / 4
Sophia Hammett moderated the candidates’ forum
Megan McRobert spoke from 11:16 to 11:21.
Danny Hernandez spoke from 11:21 to 11:26.
Danny Hernandez asked Megan McRobert questions from 11:26 to 11:28.
Megan McRobert asked Danny Hernandez questions from 11:28 to 11:32.
Danny Hernandez chose not to take time away from questions for rebuttal.
Megan McRobert took time for rebuttal from 11:32 to 11:33.
10 minute question and answer session- 11:33 to 11:45
VII. Gallery & Media/Guest Speakers 15 minutes
Lissa Knudsen asked Danny Hernandez questions for 3 minutes.
Patricia Roybal-Caballero spoke 3 minutes
Japji Hundal spoke
Sean Donnelly spoke
Lucie Wang spoke
Chessa Scullin spoke
Patricia Roybal-Caballero spoke

Erin Phillips spoke
Sean Donnelly spoke
Thomas Fitzwater spoke
V. GPSA Council Chair Election
The election was administered by the Elections Chair.
VI. Spring meeting dates
May 1, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.; Domenici Ed. Building – rm 3010
Election.
At 12:27, the elections chair certified the results:
12-9 in favor of Megan McRobert.
VIII. Discussion Items
a. GPSA Council meeting with UNM School of Law representativesb. Grants Chair Report
IX. Action Items
a. Non-Departmental Funding appeals
i. Chinese Student Friendship Association
Chessa Scullin moved to fund CSFA at $3000 at the same level of funding of
last year with the same amount on the line items.
Brandi Lawless seconded the motion
Vote 7: The motion passed unanimously.
ii. La Raza - $750
Patricia Roybal-Caballero moved to fund La Raza $750.
Japji Hundal seconded the motion.
Brandi Lawless called previous question.
Vote 8: The motion passed unanimously
Vote 9 The motion passed unanimously.
b. Dream Act Resolution
Patricia Roybal-Caballeros moved
Fred seconded the motion.
Vote 10: the motion passed 16 /0 /3
c. Campaign Ethics Resolution
Brandi Lawless moved to recommend that all candidates in the current GPSA
Presidential and Council Chair elections are encouraged to disclose all GPSA
and non-GPSA campaign contributions received to date to the GPSA Elections
Committee by 5:00 PM Monday April 19, 2010.

Erin Phillips seconded the motion.
Kathrin Spendier called the previous question
Vote 11: The motion failed 9 / 6 / 4
.
Vote 12: To recommend that all candidates in the current GPSA Presidential
and Council Chair elections are encouraged to disclose all GPSA and nonGPSA campaign contributions received to date to the GPSA Elections
Committee by 5:00 PM Monday April 19, 2010.
Vote 12: 9 / 6 / 4.
Danny Hernandez designated Robyn Lubisco to run the meeting at 1:45
because he felt he had a conflict of interest.
Fred moved to record Sophia Hammett as the president’s designate in the
Council Chair election.
Robyn Lubisco seconded the motion.
Daniele Miesem moved to extend the meeting to 2:20 p.m.
Fred Whiteman seconded the motion.
Vote 13: The motion passed 9 / 4 / 3
Kathrin Spendier called the previous question
Vote 14: the motion passed unanimously with 2 abstentions
Vote 15: The motion passed 11 / 1 / 5
d. Grants Inequities Resolution
Japji Hundal moved to defer to the resolution to the next meeting
Sean Donnelly seconded the motion
Vote 16: The motion passed 11 / 2 / 0
Sean Donnelly moved to extend the meeting to 2:30 p.m.
Robyn Lubisco seconded the motion.
Vote 17: The motion passed 8 / 2 / 1
e. 2010 / 2011 GPSA Budget
Chessa Scullin moved to approve the budget with the changes made due to
funding Non-Departmental groups who appealed during this meeting
Sean Donnelly seconded the motion.
Vote 18: The motion passed unanimously.
Meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

MEMO

To: Danny Hernandez, GPSA Council Chair
From: Brandi Lawless, Communications and Journalism Representative
(blawless@unm.edu)
Re: Clean Campaigns Resolution
Date: 4/14/2010

Please introduce this resolution to the GPSA Council to make GPSA
campaigns clean and fair. The purpose of an election is not simply to elect a candidate
to office but to lay emphasis on core democratic principles such as transparency, fairness,
consistency, accessibility, and accountability. Campaign contributions can give the
appearance of a skewed democratic process, where those who donate to campaigns may
have undue and unfair influence over the candidate if they are elected. GPSA elected
officials should be beholden only to their constituents, not to outside interests. However,
some would argue that students can be heard through both votes and campaign
contribution. Therefore GPSA should abide by clean election standards to ensure open
and honest elections.
The attached resolution calls for the GPSA Council to make additions to the by‐
laws that will require full disclosure of campaign contributions. It also calls for all
campaign contributions to come from graduate and professional students and that
names, addresses and amounts given be posted to the GPSA website. This resolution
will ensure clean, fair, transparent and accountable elections take place now and in
the future.

Clean Campaigns Resolution

Whereas the primary purpose of an election is to lay emphasis on core democratic
principles such as transparency, fairness, consistency, accessibility, and accountability,
Whereas, campaign contributions can give the appearance of a skewed democratic
process,
Whereas, those who donate to campaigns may have undue and unfair influence over the
candidate if they are elected,
Whereas GPSA elected officials should be beholden only to their constituents and their
needs,
Whereas GPSA elections should be decided by the GPSA membership,
Whereas some argue student voice can be heard through both votes and campaign
contributions,
Whereas GPSA should abide by clean election standards to ensure open and honest
elections,
Be it resolved, that all candidates in the current GPSA Presidential and Council Chair
elections are encouraged to disclose all GPSA and non-GPSA campaign contributions
received to date to the GPSA Elections Committee by 5:00 PM Monday April 19, 2010.
Be it resolved that the GPSA Council shall amend its bylaws and elections code by June
2010 to include the following guidelines:
1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

All contributions to GPSA candidates shall come only from GPSA
members as defined in the GPSA constitution,
Within 2 weeks of receiving the first campaign contributions, all campaign
contribution amounts, as well as the names and addresses of the
contributors, and campaign expense reports to date shall be provided to
the Elections Committee or designate.
By 5:00 PM on the first Thursday of each month after the initial reporting,
all campaign contribution amounts, as well as the names and addresses
of the contributors, and campaign expense reports not previously filed
shall be provided to the Elections Committee or designate.
By 5:00 PM on the day following the deadline for filing of candidacy
forms for GPSA elected office, all previously not reported campaign
contribution amounts, as well as the names and addresses of the
contributors, and campaign expense reports shall be provided to the
Elections Committee or designate.
By 5:00 PM on each Thursday between the filing deadline of candidacy
forms for GPSA elected office and the final day of the election all
previously not reported campaign contribution amounts, as well as the

6)

7)

8)
9)

10)
11)

names and addresses of the contributors, and campaign reports shall be
provided to the Elections Committee or designate.
The Elections Committee shall post all campaign contribution amounts
and the names and addresses of the contributors to the GPSA website
within 24 hours of receipt of the information.
Any candidate who is not in compliance with the GPSA bylaws and
elections codes related to campaign contributions is subject to $100 in
fines per violation up to a total $500.
Any candidate who incurs 5 or more separate campaign contribution
violations will be removed from the ballot.
Any GPSA member can file an ethics complaint with the Elections
Committee regarding a violation of the Campaign Contributions
section of the bylaws and elections code.
The Elections committee will determine if any campaign contribution
violations have occurred.
All campaign contribution information must be provided electronically
(i.e. via email) in a standard spreadsheet format (i.e. a current version
of a Microsoft Office excel spreadsheet.)

MEMO

To: Danny Hernandez, GPSA Council Chair
From: Jeremy Fransen and Genni Birren
Subject: GPSA Grants Inequity Resolution
Date: April 15, 2010
It has come to our attention that some departments apply more frequently than others and some
departments receive grants with greater frequency than others. The reasons probably vary. We believe that
students from every department should have an equal opportunity to be awarded a GPSA grant. To this end,
we request that the GPSA Council Chair form a committee to look into what kind of discrepancies are taking
place and then come up with workable solutions to make the grants process more equitable for everyone.

Fairness in grants resolution
Whereas, the GPSA awarded 132 thousand dollars to 135 applicants out of 325 SRAC, ST and GRD applications
this year
Whereas some departments have more of their students apply for GPSA grants than other departments
Whereas some departments have a greater success rate than others
Whereas there are potential biases and inequities built into the system
Be it resolved:
That the GPSA Council form a committee to
1. Analyze the distribution of SRAC and ST funding, including but not limited to, departments by
department , score distributions by departments, and distribution by gender
2. Come up with solutions, in the form of a report to the GPSA Council, to resolve inequities at both the
department level as well as the individual level
Said committee should be made up of former SRAC and ST applicants, GPSA Council Representatives, former
SRAC and ST readers , and former and current grant committees chairs.

To: Danny Hernandez, GPSA Chair
From: Michael Verrilli, student, College of Education
Date: April 23, 2010
Re: College of Education 13th Annual Colloquium
The College of Education is one of the largest colleges on the campus of the University
of New Mexico. There are also approximately 1200 graduate students served by this
college. Each year, the college hosts a colloquium, at which students can present current
research in a low-stress atmosphere.
This past April, we had 133 students participate in 96 unique presentations, ranging from
poster presentations to small group discussions and presentations. Faculty from
throughout the College also presented for the first time this year, giving students better
insight into their areas of interest. Finally, a Keynote speech was also given by Dr. James
Paul Gee, the Mary Lou Fulton Presidential Professor of Literacy Studies at Arizona
State University, entitled, “Equity, Learning and Literacy in a Digital World,” and
focused on his research incorporating new learning tools in the classroom. This was by
far the most successful and well-attended colloquium in its 13-year history. I personally
used it as an opportunity to run through a presentation that I will be giving later this
month at the New Mexico Public Health Association’s annual conference. It was a great
resource for me as a student in this college as well as at the University.
Usually, we are able to fund the entire colloquium through fundraising from within the
College and in the different Departments housed therein. Unfortunately this year, we had
more difficulty than most in raising the appropriate funds. At the conclusion of the
colloquium, we were left with an outstanding expense of $2,150.
I am coming here today to ask that GPSA help cover this funding. As this was an event
that benefited a great number of graduate students on this campus, I feel that this is an
appropriate request. Attached you will find a copy of the budget as well as the names of
other funding sources that assisted in making this year’s colloquium the success it was.
Sincerely,
Michael Verrilli
Representative IFCE-GSA
College of Education

Graduate Student Colloquium
Financial Summary as of 4/28/10
Date

Description

Revenue
02/16/10
03/29/10
04/22/10
04/22/10
04/21/10

Student Affairs Contibution
Deputy Provost Contribution
LLSS-GSA Contribution
TE-GSA Contribution
HESS Contribution

Amount

$1,000.00 X
$500.00 X
$568.00
$500.00
$150.00

04/28/10 GPSA Contribution

?

04/28/10 COE Contribution

Expenses
03/04/10
04/07/10
04/20/10
04/19/10
04/26/10
04/22/10
04/22/10
04/06/10
04/21/10
04/28/10

Cleared

Balance

$160.90
$146.25
$223.00
$2,000.00
$851.00
$2,078.22
$334.48
$216.00
$116.64
$257.00
$6,383.49
($2,165.49)

X
X

X

X

$1,500.00
$4,218.00

James Paul Gee Airfare
SUB - Faculty Meeting w/ James Paul Gee
James Paul Gee Lodging
James Paul Gee Honorarium
APS Substitutes
SUB - INV #228906
SUB - INV #412815
Child Care
Posters
Copy Center - Program and Fliers

522025

X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Notes

In LLSS-GSA Index
In LLSS-GSA Index
What is HESS' contribution?
Per colloquium budget

Invoice for $159.72 received so far

Pending Approval
Missing a charge?

To: Danny Hernandez, GPSA Council Chair
From: Sean Donnelly (Executive Finance Chair) and Kiran Katira (Director of Community Learning and
Public Service, kiru2u@yahoo.com and 505‐400‐6828)
Re: Community Engagement Center Resolution
Date: 3/21/10

Attached to this memo is a copy of the resolution for GPSA to advocate for a campus‐wide
Community Engagement Center at UNM. This center would serve as a space where students, faculty,
and community members can access community‐based research and classes. It would create
opportunities for all of these groups to attend workshops to acquire skills and knowledge to have
authentic partnerships between the university and the community.
Currently UNM has a number of faculty, members and offices engaged with neighborhoods but
no center or communication between the various projects, programs and classes within UNM. A
Community Engagement Center would provide unification toward a common goal by providing a single
university‐based hub. This would also streamline neighborhood‐to‐UNM communications by providing a
single point of contact. Finally this would allow for the establishment of a minor degree program in
Community Engagement.
The purpose of the attached resolution is to attain support from the GPSA in garnering support
throughout the university and state for this Community Engagement Center. NMSU and UNM are
working together to establish Community Engagement Centers at both institutions of higher education.
We ask that you support creating a Community Engagement Center at the University of New Mexico.

Community Engagement Draft Resolution
March 21, 2010
Whereas it has been shown that community engagement centers on other university campuses such as
Duke University1 have been the drivers of innovation in community based research and development,
with large grants ($2.25 million from the Kellogg foundation to Duke University) being awarded to
universities that excel in civic engagement.
Whereas the University of New Mexico currently lacks the ability to efficiently connect vital research
and community learning opportunities to its students, staff, faculty, and community members; without a
gateway such as a community engagement center.
Whereas community engagement opportunities on campus are fragmented and it is difficult for students
to have a full awareness of all programming and classes offered in the field.
Whereas if students had a community engagement center, they could connect Research Service Learning
courses to the humanities, social sciences, natural sciences and all other fields of study.
Whereas research2 states that students engaged in community based learning have higher academic
achievement and interest in furthering their education.
Whereas undergraduate students enhance their awareness of possible career aspirations through classes,
research and work study that have real-world application(s).
Whereas 23% of UNM work-study funds ($2.6 million) are requested for community engagement3.
Whereas students do not have an opportunity to receive a minor degree program that acknowledges the
learning and accomplishment made in community engagement.
Whereas student participation in community programs can enhance community-university relations.4
Be it resolved, that GPSA formally endorses the creation of a community engagement center which
fosters graduate student leadership, academic programs, community based research, and community
based learning.
Be it resolved, that GPSA formally recommends the creation of such a community engagement center to
university leadership.
Be it resolved, that GPSA will advocate for such a Community Engagement Center establishment in
forthcoming state, legislation and university policy-making.

1

http://www.compact.org/initiatives/civic-engagement-at-research-universities/models-of-civic-engagementinitiatives-at-research-universities/survey-of-engagement-efforts-at-duke-university/
2

http://www.servicelearning.org/instant_info/fact_sheets/cb_facts/benefits_cbosl/index.php and
http://www.upenn.edu/ccp/uacs/evaluation-of-university-assisted-community-school-programs.html

3
4

Brian Malone (Director of Financial Aid at UNM)
http://www.upenn.edu/ogca/cityindex.html and http://www.dukenews.duke.edu/2003/03/harkavy0303.html

I applied for an SRAC grant to attend the National Ethnic Studies Association conference
in Washington DC from April 8-10, 2010. After processing my application, I was told that my
application had been denied funding. I filed an appeal following the protocol listed under the
grants code asking that my application be re-read. My appeal was rejected by the committee incharge, which asked me to apply again retroactively in summer. I have since had several
meetings with people involved in the grant process; while I appreciate their time and energy, I
feel there are some glaring issues I need to bring before the GPSA Council.
First, I believe that my application has been scored unfairly. In correspondence about my
application and in in-person meetings it was clear that my research in the field of “critical
whiteness studies” made the readers uncomfortable and impacted their evaluation of my
application. My application was reviewed by people with expertise outside my area, as
necessitated by the grants code. However, this also meant that they had little to no training in
analyzing my method, my content regarding the way power and whiteness operate globally, and
what is at stake in the globalization of whiteness. Moreover, in a meeting with two of the three
readers, one reader told me that my application was overall well-composed. However, their
reasons for why it had been scored down have several short comings.
One of the readers took issue with my rendering of whiteness by noting I should not have
claimed that India was valorizing whiteness even though there were no white people in India.
The argument that this rendering is inappropriate misses my point that whiteness exists in India
as a result of colonial conquest and globalization of whiteness and has disturbing and enduring
legacies on dark bodies of color. When pressed to elaborate this point further, the reader said that
my statement just seemed untrue. I was also scored low on the potential “benefits” of my
scholarship, which ignores the argument I am making against whiteness. The readers also noted
that I had not indicated on the coversheet whether I had requested funding elsewhere. I address
this aspect clearly in my budget.
In light of these anomalies, I am requesting that the GPSA council (1) fund my
application and (2) convene a committee to review the grants process to consider ways to make it
more equitable for all disciplines and departments. The fact that my research was found lacking
and without contribution to UNM, yet earned the top paper award at the conference, speaks to
the need for a process that can identify and recognize outstanding contributions from all fields at
UNM.

Budget
Accommodation:

$170.60

(I will be staying at the conference hotel, which charges $341.20 per room for two nights. I will
be sharing the room with another participant, which will bring down the cost to $170.60.)
Airfare:

$314.30

Continental Airlines (April 8): Albuquerque to Washington, D.C.: Flight 272B leaves
Albuquerque at 8.45 am, arrives in Houston at 11.40 am; flight 458 leaves Houston at 12.50 pm,
arrives in Washington, D.C. at 4.50 pm
Continental Airlines (April 10): Washington, D.C., to Albuquerque: Flight 1059 leaves
Washington, D.C. at 1.45 pm, arrives in Houston at 3.59 pm; flight 2176 leaves Houston at 5.55
pm, arrives in Albuquerque at 6.59 pm.
(This was the most inexpensive flight I could find after visiting several online ticketing websites)
Conference Registration Fee:

$75.00

Per Diem Food Costs:

$95.00

April 8 (Lunch & Dinner):

$25.00

April 9 (Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner):$40.00
April 10 (Breakfast & Lunch):

$30.00

(Food costs are cheaper than the allowance permitted by UNM as per its regulations)
Total conference cost:

$654.90

Amount expected from SRAC:

$500.00

Out-of-pocket expenses:

$154.90

(Please note that my department offers a one-time yearly allowance of $415 per student to attend
conferences. I have already used this fund toward attending another conference)

